
 

Judith Bittner 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Department of Natural Resources 
Office of History and Archeology 
550 West 7th Avenue 
Ste. 1310 
Anchorage, AK  99501-3561 

August 4, 2019 

SUBJECT: Stevenson Hall Renovations 

Dear Ms. Bittner, 

Thank you for visiting Sitka last week and viewing Stevenson 
Hall. We were pleased you finally received the 100% drawings 
and plans.  We had been assured by our then architect that close 
collaboration was ongoing with your office and we were very 
disappointed that that had not been the case. We again apologize 
for not performing more rigorous oversight. 

At the conclusion of the meeting last week we were pleased that 
you expressed a willingness to work with our project and would 
consider approving the necessary asbestos and lead remediation to 
the interior as a separate project to allow this necessary and 
noncontroversial work to commence. We were very disappointed 
that your letter of August 1 flatly rejected the approach you had 
considered the previous week without mention of any 
conversations you may have had to lead you to this conclusion. 
This delay will require us at significant expense to schedule a new 
remediation team in the future. 

Our project manager, Paul Cotter, and our new architect, Tim 
Whiteley, along with the building committee, are working closely 
together to formulate a plan for windows and siding showing new 
proposals in an attempt to find common ground and an acceptable 
solution for both SHPO and the Festival. Their proposal will be 
forwarded to your office as soon as possible. 
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I have sincerely hoped that an agreement acceptable to all parties would be 
possible during my tenure as president, but given that my term on the Board 
expires this month and the covenant we are under with SHPO expires in 
October, that unfortunately may not be possible. 

The building committee and the Board look forward to ongoing discussions. 

Sincerely, 

Donald R. Lehmann, MD 
President


